Folklore and Fable in the Sudan
sacrificed. In some parts of Islam the washing of pebbles
in water is practised to bring the rain, but this has not
so far been reported from the northern Sudan, though
in the pagan south rain stones are a frequent feature of
the rain-making ritual. Another ceremony reported by
Jackson (Seed Time and Harvest), Sudan Notes and Records
III), is the killing of two pigeons which, together with
two beetles, are hung up in a new waterskin, beneath
which prayers are offered up by a number of men. Or
seven beetles may be left to starve under a copper pot
for seven days, in charge of a Fellata fekih; if the rain
comes before the expiration of the period, the beetles
are released.
It may be remembered that to enquire as to the like-
lihood of rain is not only fruitless but the definite mark of
an unbeliever. This is well set forth in the Arabian Nights
in the Tale of Sympathy the Learned (Night 282). Sym-
pathy was being tested as to her learning by the sages of
Baghdad before the Caliph, and was asked by the astrono-
mer : " O slave, do you think we shall have rain to-
morrow ? " whereat she exclaimed : ** O Prince of Be-
lievers, I beg you to lend me your sword that I may cut
off the head of this astronomer, who is an agnostic and
an unbeliever, , . . I must teach you, O astronomer,
that there are five things which only Allah knows ; the
hour of death, the fall of rain, the sex of a child in its
mother's womb, what will happen to-morrow, and the
place of death."f The date of the day of resurrection
is sometimes given in place of the last.
The thorn tree, covered with countless rags, the cairn
of stones by the wayside, are familiar to all. These may
be, as Dr. Zwemer suggests, relics of the stone and tree
f Trans, of E. Powys Mathers,
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